
Cheat Sheet - The Story of Cleopatra 
 
Cleopatra VII, the last ruler of the Ptolemaic dynasty, was born in 70/69 BCE in 
Alexandria, Egypt, to King Ptolemy XII Auletes and an unknown mother. She 
ascended to the throne in 51 BCE aKer her father's death, co-ruling iniNally with her 
younger brother Ptolemy XIII, whom she married when she was 18 and he was 10. 
 
Cleopatra's lineage was of Macedonian descent, and she had liQle, if any, EgypNan 
blood. However, she took the effort to learn EgypNan and styled herself as the new 
Isis, disNnguishing herself from previous Ptolemaic queens. 
 
In her early reign, Cleopatra faced challenges from her brother Ptolemy XIII, leading 
to civil war. Fleeing to Roman-controlled Syria, she sought the help of Julius Caesar, 
then a general and poliNcian aiming to become Rome's sole dictator. Cleopatra 
devised a daring plan to sneak into Caesar's presence by being wrapped in a carpet, 
which successfully gained her support. With Caesar's help, she reclaimed the throne, 
marrying her younger brother Ptolemy XIV to secure her posiNon. However, her 
romanNc relaNonship with Caesar raised eyebrows, as he was already married. 
Nevertheless, Cleopatra bore Caesar a son named Caesarion. 
 
AKer Caesar's assassinaNon in 44 BCE, Cleopatra returned to Egypt and conNnued 
ruling alongside Caesarion as co-regent. Her relaNonship with Rome was crucial for 
Egypt's survival, and she sought to maintain Egypt's independence from the 
expanding Roman Empire. Cleopatra formed a poliNcal and romanNc alliance with 
Roman general Mark Antony, who was in conflict with Octavian (Caesar's heir) over 
Roman leadership succession. 
 
Cleopatra and Mark Antony's relaNonship led to the birth of three children - two sons 
and a daughter. In 31 BCE, they combined their armies to challenge Octavian's forces 
in the BaQle of AcNum. However, they were defeated, and Octavian pursued them 
back to Egypt. Mark Antony took his own life in despair, and Cleopatra chose to 
follow suit by commiang suicide on August 12, 30 BCE at the age of 39. Egypt then 
became a province of the Roman Empire. 
 
Cleopatra's reign was marked by intelligence, astute poliNcal maneuvering, and 
patrioNsm. She was popular among her EgypNan subjects, despite being ethnically 
Greek, as she embraced EgypNan tradiNons, commissioned portraits in the 
tradiNonal EgypNan style, and idenNfied herself as a truly EgypNan pharaoh. 
Cleopatra also sought to bolster Egypt's economy through trade with Eastern 
naNons, such as Arabia and possibly India. 
 



Throughout her life, Cleopatra faced numerous challenges and made bold decisions 
to preserve her power and Egypt's independence. Her relaNonships with powerful 
Roman leaders Julius Caesar and Mark Antony were instrumental in securing her 
throne, but they also contributed to her eventual downfall. 
 
Despite the inconsistencies between sources, the main events of Cleopatra's life and 
her significant impact on ancient history remain undisputed. Her legacy as a powerful 
and enigmaNc ruler, renowned for her beauty and intellect, conNnues to capture the 
imaginaNons of historians and storytellers alike. Cleopatra's life serves as a 
testament to the complexiNes of ancient poliNcs, the allure of power, and the 
entangled relaNonships that shaped the desNny of empires. 
 


